
Virtual Church Week 5 
 

Over the next few weeks, we’ll be taking a look at the letter 1 Peter. This letter was written to Christians 
living in difficult circumstances, yet Peter was able to write of the transforming joy of our hope in Jesus 
Christ and a call to us all to live a God’s chosen people in our world. 
 
Let’s take some time to dig deeper into the first part of the letter. 
 
Peter writes his letter ‘to God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia’. It makes up 2/3 of modern Turkey. A vast area with tiny house churches 
spread out across the region. Peter refer to exiles scatter through this region. The dictionary tells us that an 
exile is someone sent away from their own country, village, etc., especially for political reasons, or we 
could add religious reasons. Exiles are strangers, aliens living in a foreign land. 
 
There current circumstances can make us all feel a like we’re aliens in a strange country. 
In what ways do you feel in exile from your normal life at the moment? 
 
 
Being a Christian can make us like strangers in our culture.   
As a Christian in your normal everyday life in what ways have you felt like an exile in a different culture? 
 
 
What does 1 Peter 1:2 tell us about our true identity? 
 
 
Peter’s letter indicates that we might expect some level of suffering because of our faith.  
Read 1 Peter 1:3-5. Where do we find our hope in such circumstance? 
 
 
It has been said that we can have “no testimony without a test”. Look at 1 Peter 1:6-9. Think of times when 
God has brough you through difficulties. How has that helped your faith to grow? 
 
 
Prayer 
Our faith is not dependent on circumstance. 
Spend some time thanking God for all that you have received in Christ and for the eternal hope that you 
have in Him. Pray that this lock down will strengthen and deepen your faith. 
Remember too to pray for our brothers and sisters around the world who are facing far more challenging 
circumstances than us. 
 
To Do 

• This week read through the whole of 1 Peter. 

• If you’d like to study further the book ‘The First Letter of Peter, A Global Commentary’ offers a 
short guide to Peter’s letter. 

• On your daily walk through this strangely changed world, take time to remember that the worries 
of today will pass and that your true identity and hope is in Christ. 

 


