
Palm Sunday 
 
Take some time to think about the story of Palm Sunday. Maybe watch the video again on 
YouTube or slowly read through Matthew 21:1-11. Imagine you are one of the disciples sent 
to fetch the donkey. What does it feel like to be entering Jerusalem surrounded by all the 
waving crowds? Are you excited? Anxious? What are you expecting to happen? 
 
 
What kind of Saviour? 
Here are some questions to think through. If you get stuck the section below (Palm Sunday 
Words & Symbols) might help 
 
Jesus sent his disciples to fetch the donkey to fulfil a prophecy from Zechariah 9:9. Take a 
look at Zechariah 9:9-17. What images do we find there that remind us of Jesus?  
 
 
 
But what images do you find that might have led people to expect a different kind of 
Saviour? 
 
 
 
From what the crowds sang in Mathew 21:7-11, who did they think that Jesus was?  
 
 
 
If you asked your neighbour or work colleague who would they say Jesus is? 
 
 
 
How would you explain to them the importance of Palm Sunday? How might it help them as 
they worry about Corona virus? 
 
 
 
Time of Prayer 
Jesus is the prince of peace. He is the victor over death. He is Saviour of our world.  
Give thanks that even in these difficult days, all hope is to be found in Jesus. 
Focus on worshipping Him, giving thanks for the gift of His sacrifice, celebrating the power 
of the Resurrection, and the new life found in Him alone. 
 
On the website you’ll find printable sheets – candle prayer and candle prayer colouring – if 
you can print one out and put in your window to let people know that you are praying. 
 
 
 
 



Palm Sunday Words and Symbols 
 
The Donkey  
In Biblical times, it was common for kings or leaders to arrive by a procession riding on a 
donkey. The donkey symbolized peace, choosing to ride one showed that the king came 
with peaceful intentions. Jesus is the Prince of Peace. 
"Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your 
king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey." Zech. 9:9 
 
Palm Branches  
These represent goodness and victory. The people thought that Jesus would have victory 
over the Roman Empire. Unknown to them their actions were prophetic as Jesus would 
bring a different kind of victory. Jesus would soon have victory over death: “O death, where 
is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 1 Cor. 15:55 
 
Words of Praise 
The word Hosanna actually means "save now”. The people were waiting for an earthly king 
to save them from oppression under the power of the Roman Empire, but God’s plan was to 
bring eternal salvation to all who would trust in Him.  
 
The people shouted: "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!" which is from 
Psalm 118:26. They did not fully understand but after his resurrection they would realise 
that Jesus really did come from God.  
 
Paul tells us in Romans 10:9 "If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved."  
 
 


